public museum until the foundation of the British Museum at the end of the eighteenth century. From its inception, the Royal Society had a special interest in human anatomy, having acquired the right to receive bodies of executed criminals for dissection.5 Evelyn's tables were displayed in the "repository" or museum at Gresham College, London, after the Society's return to those premises in 1674, following its enforced exodus to Arundel House after the Great Fire Commission. Intellectual access to the Autograph Letter collection remains unsatisfactory, but is now being addressed by means of an automated cataloguing programme, which will eventually provide a database for on-line searches via the Wellcome Library's WILDCat system. By such means it is hoped to ensure that the often surprising riches of the Autograph Letter collection are brought to wider notice.
APPENDIX Transcript of John Evelyn's letter to William Cowper
The letter is held in the Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, Western Manuscripts Department, Autograph Letters Sequence. It is written on both sides of a single sheet of paper measuring 254 x 180 mm, but has clearly been cropped, presumably for inclusion in an album; it bears the remains of a blue-grey paper guard along the inner margin of the dorse, partially obscuring the words "Mr Cooper" in Evelyn's hand. Although signed by Evelyn, the number of excisions and interpolations in the text, together with slight differences with the version as published in Philosophical Transactions, strongly suggest that the letter is a draft from which a fair copy was presumably made and sent to Cowper. Evelyn's insertions are given in brackets thus < >. 'ofLond crossed out.
mother crossed out.
"illegible word(s) superscribed and crossed out.
